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Secretary that he press Lord Home to agree to & foint U,.8,.-British
sxacination of altermatives to the present situation. My. Johnson
distributed an INR assessmant of the opposition parties in British
Gulams, for study by the Group members. It was agreed that this
subject would be defersed until the Busk-Home conversations teck
place, (This matter wae subssquently mentionsd to higher authority)

- 6. Blsctions

Mr. McCone introduced the subject by reminding the Group that
they had prewiously imdicated {mterest in this oversll project and
had asked for a specific program. The CIA paper outlined the cenplete
. program ia considerable detail, but Mr. McCons euphasized they only
vished approval ou Phase I, up to July 1, at & cost of 25X1
Phase I was approved for implementation. (Yhis matter bas been
mentioned to higher authority.)

7. ksps - Meo Pelocation

Mr. McCone slaborsted on the paper, which had besa previously
distributed, reminding the Group that this subject hed been discussed
beforas, that the U.8. bad a definite moral obligation to the Meos

- who weuld probably wnderge considerable parsecution if the Lao
Sgvernment structure should change; om the other hend, ‘undarlining
that the contingemcy might not axiss. General Taylor pointed ost

- %oma move study of the possibilities fn South Laos. It was decided
that Mr. Johmson would uadertale to discuss this prodlem with

~ Axbassador Young and Des FitsGerald. Meauwhile, Mx. McCone would
study the Southern Lass alternatives further. It was agresd the
problem would be discussed again mext week. -

8.

Mr. Gilpatric gave an oral briefing on this matter. HNe re-
minded the Croup that the October 1961 agreement hed been overtsken
by events. Defenss plans to work up & detailed paper on which M.
McNamara and My, McCone would agree, and then seek approval of
higher authority. Mr. McCone added that some specific details were
still not agreed by the two agencies.

9. Daily Mirvor Artic
General Tsylor raised the matter of the Londom Baily Mirror

article on U.5. gatellids raconndissance activities. Mr. McCone
comnented that his people had analysed this as either being a
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speculative article, or possibly a Soviet plant. Mr. Gilpatxic
said that an ALr Force field activity had made a press relsase on
& recant Discoverer operation which threw in some additiomsl
unnecessary statisties. It is possible that disciplinary actiom
will be taken as a vesult. Mr. Johnson sermised that the in-
creasing awarenass of our satellite rusommaissavcs sperations
might rum us into storay weather with the Soviets or other govera-
ments and wondexed if there was somk way ws could establish the
legitimacy of the cperations. (This natter was subsaquently
referred to higher authority.)

10. Jecepneissance

Colons]l Stemkley and Major Moren explained the military re-
Quirdment. As & result of an smalysis of the North Wietnam
vessenaissance and the high level of new activity éiscovered,
it is felt thers fs an urgent requirement for South China informa-
tion. Colonel Steakley cutlined a typicsl route im South China
and noted that the defenses wars ineffective. The CGroup approved
the operation subiject to ification in route as felt
necessary. |_1A_7:.M than & return to home base
was moted a3 posaibly being acceptable. It was also mantioned that
© &m agproved North Vietnem cperstion {s waiting for switable weather
. end could cover Heiven on its vithdrawal vouts.

#d that he saw no great objection to &

o8 his return flight. This chenge ia pIan wvas approved. On TACKLE,
it vas noted that while three rowtss have been approved in primciple,
only twe :heve been spectfically swthorized. The thisd vill ba

considered by the Growp in the light of apalysis of rvasults of the
- fixst twe.

. Mx. Jobmson requested that the bs given a memorandum describing
the sctivity picked wp fn the North Viataam coverage, which he could
give to Secretary Rusk for his 98¢ in talking to Mr. Gromyko on
Sunday. This should not only summarize the activity discovered but
should evaluate it sgainst a previous base point. General Taylor
8150 requested that he be giveam a sumuary of significamt North Vietnanm
information picked up fn more detail, as socon as practicable.

Julian J. Ewell
Colonel, U. 8, Army
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- Mr. McCone
Genaral Taylor
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